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Country Name FRANCE 
Existing Projects  
Known Objects  
Information taken from 
looted cultural property 
databases 

1) Source: 
http://www.culture.gouv.fr/documentation/mnr/pres.htm, last accessed on 8 
September 2008. 
 
In 2004, the French government published the Catalogue des MNR 
(Musées Nationaux Récupération), a searchable index of over 2,000 
works stolen from victims of the Holocaust and in the custodianship of 
the national museums of France since 1949.  

Information taken from 
publications 

1) Source: 
Mayorek, Yoram. “The Fate of Jewish Archives During and After the 
Holocaust”. Preserving Jewish Archives as Part of the European 
Cultural Heritage: Proceedings of the Conference on Judaica Archives 
in Europe for Archivists and Librarians. Kuperminc, Jean-Claude. 
Arditti, Rafaële (ed.)  Potsdam, 1999, 11-13 July, Paris: Éditions du 
Nadir de l’Alliance israélite universelle, 2001, pp 33-38. 
2) Source: 
Mayorek, Yoram. “Zosa Szajkowski and the Transfer of French 
Archives to the U.S.” Arkhiyyon 1999, pp 10-11 (in Hebrew). 
 
While some Jewish archival material was confiscated by the Gestapo, 
much material was removed from France by Jewish scholar and 
archivist Zosa Szajkowski and deposited into various Jewish American 
archives. 
 
 
3) Source: 
Herman, Dana. Hashavat Avedah: A History of Jewish Cultural 
Reconstruction, Inc. PhD thesis, Department of History, McGill 
University, Montreal, October 2008. 
 
4) Source: 
http://www.mahj.org, last accessed on 25 June 2008. 
 
France received 8,193 books, 125 museum and 219 synagogue pieces 
from the JCR after World War II. Specifically, the Musée d’art et 
d’histoire du Judaïsme, the successor museum to the Musée d’art juif de 
Paris, established in 1948 by a private association in order to pay 
homage to a culture that had been destroyed by the Holocaust, received 
Judaica objects from the JCR and the Centre de Documentation Juive 
Contemporaine received books.   
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4) Source: 
Röhling, Kerstin. Restitution jüdischer Kulturgüter nach dem Zweiten 
Weltkrieg. Baden-Baden: Nomos, 2004, pp 36, 49. 
 
Restitutions of religious objects, mostly books, were made after World 
War II had ended. It is important to note that there was no precise plan 
to loot Jewish religious or ceremonial objects by the German occupation 
forces, which is why most synagogues survived the war untouched. 
Exceptions were the synagogues in Alsace and Lorraine, where the main 
synagogue in Strasbourg was destroyed. Also in Alsace and Moselle 
looting of Jewish ritual objects actually took place. After the war, some 
of the prayer books were found in depots and subsequently distributed 
among the Jewish communities.  
 
The one exception to the above was Paris, where the ERR was looting 
Jewish cultural and religious objects. Among the many Jewish 
institutions the ERR targeted were also Jewish libraries, such as the 
Alliance Israélite. In addition, Rosenberg’s Möbelaktion (M-Aktion, 
furniture action) can be blamed for the looting of Judaica from Jewish 
households. Moreover, ERR activities in France were largely supported 
by Hermann Göring and enabled a larger scale of looting than in some 
other Western countries.  
 
By the end of Germany’s occupation of France in the summer of 1944, 
approximately 27,788 cultural objects from about 203 Jewish 
collections had been aryanized and transported to Germany. 
 
Please see section on Russian Federation for Jewish Archival Holdings 
at the RGVA archive.  

Information taken from 
other sources 

1) Source: 
Information provided by Jean-Marc Dreyfus on 16 July 2007.  
 
The MNR catalogue only provides information on fine arts and not 
Judaica. Thus far no research has been carried out on the spoliation of 
Jewish ceremonial objects. Also, provenance research in French cultural 
institutions does not include Judaica. 

Historical 
Commission 

1) Source:  
http://www.lootedart.com/MFEU4A93515_print;Y, last accessed on 3 
September 2008.  
2) Source: 
http://www.civs.gouv.fr/, last accessed on 3 September 2008. 
 
The Historical Commission, also known as the Mattéoli Commission 
(named after its chair Mr. Jean Mattéoli), published its findings in April 
2000 on the spoliation of Jews in France by the government of Vichy in 
cooperation with the German occupation authorities between June 1940 

http://www.lootedart.com/MFEU4A93515_print;Y�
http://www.civs.gouv.fr/�
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and August 1944. No research was conducted on the spoliation of 
Jewish cultural and religious property.  
 
As a result of the Commission, the Commission for the Compensation 
of Victims of Spoliation (CIVS) was set up. The Commission has 
received a number of claims for looted cultural property, including 
claims for Judaica. However, no Judaica is mentioned in CIVS’s Annual 
Reports.  
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