120

Country Name GERMANY
Existing Projects Yes.
1) Source:

Lost Art Internet Database; www.lostart.de

The Coordination Office of the States for the Return of Cultural
Treasures (Koordinierungsstelle der Linder fiir die Riickfiihrung von
Kulturgiitern) was launched in 2000. Since 2001 the office is called the
Coordination Office of the States for the Return of Cultural Treasures
(Koordinierungsstelle der Ldnder fiir die Riickfiihrung von Kulturgiitern)
due to funding provided by the German Federal Government. The Office
is tasked with researching missing objects and creating a database of
looted cultural property. Private individuals have the opportunity to
register and publish their search requests regarding lost cultural objects.
The objects sought must have been lost because of persecution under
National Socialist rule or in connection with events and direct
consequences of the Second World War, for example: confiscation,
plunder, removal and relocation or expulsion.

2) Source:
Bundesamt fiir zentrale Dienste und offene Vermogensfragen
http://www.badv.bund.de/003 _menue links/e0_ov/d0_provenienz/

see also: http://lostart.de/recherche/restbestand_ccp.php3?lang=english,
last accessed on 14 June 2008.

The Bundesamt fiir zentrale Dienste und offene Vermégensfragen (The
Federal Office for Central Services and Unresolved Property Issues)
provides a searchable registry of artworks that are still in Germany’s
possession. Most of the looted objects were destined for Hitler’s
Fiihrermuseum and were found in the collecting point in Munich
(Restbestand CCP, or remaining collection of the Central Collecting
Point Munich).

3) Source:
Conference on Jewish Material Claims Against Germany, Inc.
http://www.artinformereastgermany.org.

The Conference on Jewish Material Claims Against Germany, Inc.
(Claims Conference) publishes unresolved claims for items of art and
cultural property in the Former East Germany. The searchable PDF file,
labeled “Successor Organization Open Art Cases”, as of September 28,
2006 can be accessed on the website noted above.

This catalogue represents the results of the current best efforts research of the Claims Conference and is based upon information obtained by the Claims
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4) Source:
http://www.stadtbibliothek.nuernberg.de/spezialbibliothek/sammlung_ikg
.html, last accessed on 11 June 2008.

The Municipal Library of Nuremberg holds a permanent loan of
approximately 10,000 works entitled Sammlung Israelitische
Kultusgemeinde (Collection Jewish Community), formerly Stiirmer-
Bibliothek (Stiirmer-library). Julius Streicher either collected these books
in the offices of his journal “Der Stiirmer” (located at
Pfannenschmiedgasse 18) or at his mansion “Pleikershof.” Books
belonging to this collection were either outright looted or otherwise
misappropriated. Of these 10,000 books, about 4,500 carry the signature
“St” (=Stiirmer), and can broadly be defined as Judaica. “Anti-semitic
writing” accounts for about 15% of this collection and another 1,200
books consist mostly of Judaica. In addition, 4,500 books were written by
Jewish authors. The Municipal Library of Nuremberg published a list of
115 previous owners of parts of this book collection, which is viewable
on the library’s website:
http://www.stadtbibliothek.nuernberg.de/downloads/previous_owners.pdf
(“The Collection of the Jewish Community of Nuremberg in the
Nuremberg Municipal Library — Looking for Previous Owners”)
Approximately 9,000 objects are listed on www.lostart.de, which
includes Judaica such as, for example, a Tanach (Tehilim — Diwre;j
Hajamim). The Tanach was originally published by Meir ben Josef
Meitingen in 1800 and owned by Benjamin Eisenberg. It ended the war
in Julius Streicher’s library.

5) Source:

Kuttner, Sven. “Geraubte Biicher Jiidischer Provenienzen im Restbestand
der Bibliothek der ‘Forschungsabteilung Judenfrage’in der Bibliothek des
Historicums der UB Miinchen.” Bibliotheksdienst 37, Jg. (2003), H. 8/9,
pp 1059-1063.

6) Source:

Jahn, Thomas. ,,Suche nach ,arisierten’ Biichern in den Bestdnden der
Bayrischen Staatsbibliothek.” AKMB-news 2/2005, Jahrgang 11.

7) Source:

Jahn, Thomas and Stephan Kellner. ,,Forschung nach NS-Raubgut an der
Bayrischen Staatsbibliothek. Ein Zwischenbericht.* Bibliotheken in der
NS-Zeit. Provenienzforschung und Bibliotheksgeschichte. Alker, Stephan,
Kostner and Markus Stumpf (ed.). Gottingen: V&R Press, 2008.

Remnants of the library Forschungsabteilung Judenfrage (Research
Section Jewish Question) of Walter Frank’s Reichsinstitut fiir die
Geschichte des neuen Deutschlands (Reich Institute for the History of the
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New Germany) can today be found at the University of Munich’s
Historicum Library. Frank’s institute was originally headquartered in
Berlin. However, in 1936 a branch was opened in Munich, which held the
specific section Forschungsabteilung Judenfrage. Already by March
1943, through confiscations and looting, the institute had acquired about
27,000 books.

For unknown reasons, in 1945 about 1,000 books of this collection were
transferred to the Historicum. The remainder of the library is thought to
be lost. Nonetheless some books have surfaced in U.S. university
libraries.

Munich’s university library has commenced provenance research and has
been able to check about 40,000 books as of 2008. About 1,000 books are
currently listed on www.lostart.de

8) Source:

Jahn, Thomas. ,,Suche nach ,arisierten’ Biichern in den Bestidnden der
Bayrischen Staatsbibliothek.* AKMB-news 2/2005, Jahrgang 11.

9) Source:

Kellner, Stephan. Jahn, Thomas. Forschung nach NS-Raubgut an der
Bayerischen Staatsbibliothek. Ein Zwischenbericht. Speech held at the
Symposia ,,Bibliotheken in der NS-Zeit Provenienzforschung und
Bibliotheksgeschichte* (to be published in fall of 2008, Vienna
University Press).

10) Source:

Email exchange with Stephan Kellner on 17 June, 2008.

The Bavarian State Library has been conducting provenance research
since 2004. The library holds several book collections that were
originally collected by Nazi agencies/organizations. Most of these books
were subsequently categorized as donations to the library. Among these
book collections was, for example, the library of the Ordensburg
Southofen, a leadership academy for talent hotbeds within the NSDAP.
The Ordensburg Southofen library consisted of about 30,000 titles, which
in 1946 was handed over to the Bavarian State Library. In addition, the
Bavarian State Library was the recipient of books that were collected for
Frank’s Reichsinstitut fiir die Geschichte des neuen Deutschlands. When
in 1943 precious prints were brought to Passau, several books ended up at
the Bavarian State Library.

Moreover, the Bavarian State Library was the recipient of 300 books
which were handed over by the military radio station “Radio Miinchen,”
and of about 150 books that stemmed from the main archive of the
NSDAP. In addition, the library was the recipient of the book collection
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of Rehse, a member of the NSDAP who was appointed to function as the
“head of collection” (Sammlungsleiter). Via the Library of Congress,
which received the bulk of this book collection after World War II had
ended, Bavaria’s State Library received parts of this special collection, in
1946 and then again in 1963. (Jahn, p 9-10.)

Lastly the library was the recipient of book collections of known Jewish
families based in Munich, such as the families Aufhduser, Bernheimer,
Caspari, Laemmle and Rosenthal.

Special Judaica objects held at the Bavarian State Library include:

= A “Torawimpel” (call number Cod.hebr. 498) originally owned
by Abraham Landenberger, also known as Kurt Jakob. Since
Landenberger originated from Nuremberg, it is assumed that the
Torawimpel was connected with a synagogue based in
Nuremberg. There are no historical documents explaining how
this Judaica object found its way into the Bavarian State Library
or if it is looted Judaica.

* The object Mose Isserles, Se’elot Gi-testivot, Hannover 1710 (call
number: 4 A. hebr. 494 o) was originally owned by Moritz
Glidemann, who served as Magdeburg’s rabbi in 1862-66 and
afterwards as Vienna’s chief rabbi. Most probably his book
collection was transferred to a public Jewish library looted in
1938 and sent to the Institute Forschungsabteilung Judenfrage.

= A Raschi-commentary (five books of Moses), published in
Budapest in 1887, was originally owned by the family Goldberg.
The object was probably transferred to the library in 1933.

= The book ,,Der Retter von Chula. Jiidische Jugend-Geschichten
aus dem neuen Paléstina“ by Elieser Smolly (call number: Jud.
146 h), published in Berlin in 1934/35, only carries very scant
provenance information (,,Unserm lieben Lev zu Ostern 1936%.)
The book was confiscated for the library Ordensburg Sonthofen
and in 1945 transferred to the Bavarian State Library.

= Equally there is very little provenance information available for
the book ,,Iber Estreich on politik. Reportage* (Austria without
Politics) by Wachsmans (Paris 1938; call number A.hebr. 979 v).
Only a dedication in the front of the book provides information:
,,Dieses Buch No. 6 ist bestimmt fiir Herrn Generalkonsul Dr. von
Kleinwéchter in Freundschaft und Verehrung ... Wien, Dezember
1937.” (This book No. 6 is dedicated to Mr. General Consul Dr.
von Kleinwichter in friendship and admiration ... Vienna,
December 1937). The book was probably transferred to the
library following Austria’s ,,Anschluf3.*

11) Source:
Hacken, Richard. “The Jewish Community Library in Vienna: From
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Dispersion and Destruction to Partial Restoration.” Leo Baeck Institute
Yearbook 47 (2002), p 162.

12) Source:

Lautenschléger, Rolf. “Deketivin der ‘Lost Art’”. TAZ 19 June 2008
http://www.hv.spk-

berlin.de/deutsch/projekte/einzelfaelle/20060510 LeoBaeck.pdf, last

accessed on 12 June 2008.
13) Source:

http://www.hv.spk-berlin.de/english/projekte/provenienzforschung.php,
last accessed on 26 June 2008.

14) Source:
Email exchange with Gerd-Josef Botte on 25 June 2008.
Email exchange with Dorothea Kathmann on 15 August 2008.

Since commencing its provenance research, the Stiftung PreufSicher
Kulturbesitz (Prussian Cultural Heritage Foundation; SPSG) has been
able to restitute 75 artworks, sculptures and other artefacts. A special
project entitled “Beschlagnahmte Biicher: Reichstauschstelle und
Preufische Staatsbibliothek zwischen 1933 und 1945. Aspekte der
Literaturversorgung unter der Herrschaft des Nationalsozialismus. *
(Confiscated Books: the Reichs-Exchange-Center and Prussia’s State
Library between 1933 and 1945. The Supply of Literature under National
Socialism) researches book acquisitions by Prussia’s State Library during
the time period between 1933 and 1945 in addition to the role played by
the Reichstauschsstelle. The Prussian State Library was, for example, the
recipient of books confiscated by the Biicherverwerungsstelle (books
evaluation location) in Vienna. Some of the already researched books can
be seen in the library’s online catalogue:

http://staatsbibliothek-berlin.de/

The project is carried out in cooperation with the Max Planck Society.

15) Source:

http://www.ub.univie.ac.at/provenienzforschung/files/Reuss_Abstract.pdf
last accessed on 12 June 2008.

16) Source:

Email exchange with Cordula ReuB3, University of Leipzig.

17) Source:

Reuss, Cordula. “Die Universitétsbibliothek Leipzig in der Zeit des
Nationalsozialismus. Ein Werkstattsbericht.” Bibliotheken in der NS-Zeit.
Provenienzforschung und Bibliotheksgeschichte. Alker, Stephan.
Kostner, Christina and Markus Stumpf (ed.) Gottingen: V&R Press,
2008.

During World War I1, the University of Leipzig took an active role in
acquiring confiscated book collections, among them books which were
looted by the Polizeidirektion (Police Directorate) Leipzig. After the war,
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the library tried to obtain books from the occupied territories. One of the
known cases involves the Geca Kon book collection. The collection was
acquired via Austria’s National Library.

In addition, the University Library was in possession of 12 Torah scrolls
that re-surfaced in 1998. While these Torah scrolls were previously
thought to have been looted from Leipzig’s Jewish Community and
hidden at the University during World War II, new research contradicts
this assumption. Rather, nine of these Torah scrolls were looted from a
synagogue in Krosniewice, Poland. Four Torah scrolls were originally
owned by the University of Leipzig. They reached the University Library
of Leipzig in January 1940. After they resurfaced in 1998 they were
buried in part in the Jewish cemetery in Leipzig as well as in Yad
Vashem.

18) Source:
http://www.sub.uni-

hamburg.de/informationen/projekte/raubgut/index.html, last accessed on 12
June 2008.

http://www.nlb-hannover.de/aus_und_fortbildung/ns-
raubgut/Symposium_2007/Kesting.pdf, last accessed on 12 June 2008.

[see also: http://www.lostart.de, last accessed on 12 June 2008.]

Since 1999, the Staats- und Universitdtsbibliothek Hamburg has been
conducting provenance research. Confiscated book collections reached
the library through the Gestapo.

19) Source:
http://lostart.de/recherche/einzelobjekt.php3?lang=german&einzel id=24
0374, last accessed on 13 June 2008.

The Museum Nienburg holds a prayer book for the Jewish New Year
“Festgebetsbuch - Rosch Haschana - Jom Kippur: Neujahrsfest und
Grofler Versohnungstag”, 1. Teil”. The prayer book reached the museum
in 1939.

20) Source:
http://lostart.de/recherche/einzelobjekt.php3?lang=german&einzel id=23
9619, last accessed on 13 June 2008.

The City Archive Uelzen holds a fragment of a Torah scroll that
originally belonged to the Jewish Community of Uelzen.

21) Source:
http://www.klassik-stiftung.de/einrichtungen/herzogin-anna-amalia-

bibliothek/projekte/ns-raubgut-in-der-herzogin-amalia-bibliothek.html,
last accessed on 13 June 2008.
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The foundation Klassik Stiftung Weimar/Herzogin Anna Amalia
Bibliothek in Weimar is systematically checking its acquisitions for
looted objects. The Library plans on posting an online search engine that
will allow the researcher to check all available provenance internet
portals.

22) Source

Heuberger, Georg. ,,Zur Rolle der “Jewish Cultural Reconstruction” nach
1945. Was iibrig blieb.Das Museum jiidischer Altertiimer in Frankfurt
1922 — 1938, Frankfurt am Main: Jiidisches Museum, 1988, pp. 97-103.
23) Source:

http://www.juedischesmuseum.de/geschichte, last accessed on 17 June 2008;
24) Source:

Plunder and Restitution: The U.S. and Holocaust Victims’ Assets:
Findings and Recommendations of the Presidential Advisory Commission
on Holocaust Assets in the U.S. and Staff Report. Chapter V1.
Washington D.C.: U.S. Government Printing Office, 2000.

Prior to the Holocaust the Frankfurt Jewish Museum (Museum Jiidischer
Altertiimer) held a vast collection of Jewish artifacts. Today, only
remnants of this collection are on view at Frankfurt’s Jewish Museum.
The majority of objects that survived the war were distributed to the
United States and Israel, following a claim made by the JCR (Jewish
Cultural Reconstruction). This claim involved 18 cases containing 450
ceremonial objects.

Known Objects

Yes

Information taken from
looted cultural property
databases

1) Source:

Lost Art Internet Database; www.lostart.de, last accessed on September 3,
2008.

The Lost Art Internet Website provides information on a number of
Judaica objects held by German museums and/or libraries.
(Please see section above for more information.)

2) Source:

http://avanti.uni-marburg.de/ub/ns-raubgut, last accessed on 11 June 2008.
“Displaced Books: NS-Raubgut in der Universitétsbibliothek Marburg”
The database offers information on about 7,300 displaced books held by
the University Library Marburg, of which 400 were most likely looted.
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Information taken from
publications

1) Source:

Herman, Dana, Hashavat Avedah: A History of Jewish Cultural
Reconstruction, Inc. PhD thesis, Department of History, McGill
University, Montreal, October 2008.

Germany received 11,814 books and addition 31 museum and 89
synagogue pieces from the JCR after World War II.

2) Source:

Busek, Michal. “Identifying Owners of Books Held by the Jewish
Museum in Prague”. Vitalizing Memory. International Perspectives on
Provenance Research. American Association of Museums (ed.),
Washington, 2005, p 140.

Some cultural institutions in Berlin likely hold parts of the original
library of Prague’s Jewish Community.

3) Source:

Mayorek, Yoram. “The Fate of Jewish Archives During and After the
Holocaust”. Preserving Jewish Archives as Part of the European
Cultural Heritage: Proceedings of the Conference on Judaica Archives in
Europe for Archivists and Librarians. Kuperminc, Jean-Claude. Arditti,
Rafaéle (ed.) Potsdam, 1999, 11-13 July, Paris: Editions du Nadir de

I’ Alliance israélite universelle, 2001, pp 33-38.

Unlike in many countries occupied by the Nazis, Jewish archives were
not deliberately destroyed in Germany itself. In November 1938, the
Gestapo ordered the seizure of Jewish archives throughout the Reich. As
a result, most Jewish archives were deposited into non-Jewish archives.
Some of these archives have not changed location since then.

Please see section on Russian Federation for Jewish archival holdings at
the RGVA archive.

4) Source

http://www.ub.uni-frankfurt.de/ssg/judaica.html, last accessed on August 26,
2008.

5) Source:

Heuberger, Rachel. ,,Die Bestinde der Judaica-Sammlung auf dem Weg
ins Internet. Zwei Digitalisierungsprojekte an der Stadt- und
Universititsbibliothek Frankfurt a.M.* Tribiine 39, 2000, Heft 154.

6) Source:

Email exchange with Rachel Heuberger on 1 September 2008.
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The University Library of Frankfurt holds not only the biggest collection
of scientific publications on Judaism and Israel but also a vast Judaica
collection which was in large part assembled through generous donations
by Jews residing in Frankfurt and curated between 1898 and 1933 by
Professor Aron Freimann. The collection was saved from aryanizations
and other expropriations during the Holocaust.

Due to the library’s close proximity to the Institut zur Erforschung der
Judenfrage in Frankfurt and the library’s planned official integration into
Rosenberg’s institute — which in practice was never implemented —books
looted in all of Europe under the direction of the ERR went into
Rosenberg’s institute rather than into Frankfurt’s university library.
Nonetheless, a few examples of looted books still entered the university’s
library, including books that were integrated into the library after the
dissolution of Frankfurt’s Masonic Lodges in 1933, as well as 17 books
”donated” to the library by a Paris-based major general (18 books went to
Rosenberg’s institute).

Information taken from
other sources

1) Source:
Email exchange with Bernhard Purin, Director, Jewish Museum Munich

A number of German Jewish museums hold Judaica objects that were in
large part acquired in the 1980s and 1990s and are believed to have
uncertain provenance:

= Jewish Museum in Berlin: In the 1980s, the Jewish Museum in
Berlin acquired the collection of Zvi Sofer, the former cantor of
Hannover. In the 1950s and 1960s Mr. Sofer had collected a
number of Judaica objects, which he purchased, among other
places, at antiquity stores in northern Germany.

= Jewish Museum in Frankfurt: In the 1980s, the Jewish Museum of
Frankfurt acquired a number of pieces of Judaica from auction
houses such as Parke-Bernet or Christie’s.

= Jewish Museum Westfalen in Dorsten: The museum acquired
Judaica in the 1980s mainly from antique stores or via Chrstie’s in
Amsterdam.

= Jewish Museum Franken — Fiirth and Schnaittach: The museum
holds the collection “Gundelfinger,” which was donated to the
museum in 1998. In 2001, a Torah-plate was restituted to the heirs
(Dottheim Brooks). According to Bernhard Purin, who was
instrumental in the restitution of this object, three more items
currently held in the museum have the same provenance. The
collection was originally amassed by a returning emigrant who
had started to collect Judaica in the area around Nuremberg
shortly after the end of the war. On the other hand, the collection
in Schnaittach was most likely amassed by its director in 1938
through spoliation and looting. In 1952, Guido Schoenberger, a
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JRSO representative, confiscated some of these objects and sent
them to the Jewish Museum in New York and to the Skirball
Museum. Nonetheless, according to Bernhard Purin, it seems
likely that the Schnaittach collection still holds looted objects.

= Jewish Culture Museum Augsburg: The museum administers a
precious collection of south-German rimmonim and Torah plates
which were handed over to the Jewish community in Augsburg
shortly after the end of the war. Since a number of synagogue
objects in South Germany were in private ownership, it is
plausible that some objects might have uncertain provenance.

2) Source:
Presentation given by Bernhard Purin at the Meetings of the Association
of European Jewish Museums in Amsterdam, November 22-26, 2008

During the Amsterdam conference, Bernhard Purin noted that the Jewish
Museum Munich was created from a private collection in the 1980s but is
doing research on what happened to objects that were in the synagogues
of Munich. Recently records of the confiscations of the collections of 180
Jewish art collections in Munich have been found, and the Jewish
Museum Munich has applied along with the city’s art museums for a
grant from the new Berlin provenance office for a grant for work on these
Jewish art collectors.

Judaica of uncertain provenance is not only a concern for Jewish
museums in Germany, but also for some of its local museums, which
equally have Judaica objects that similarly entered their collections
without necessarily any scrutiny.

Historical States’ Coordination Office for the Return of Cultural Treasures.
Commission
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