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Source:
(1) http://www.ushmm.org/information/exhibitions/online-features/specialfocus/holocaust-era-assets/portugal, last accessed June 2014.
There was no historical commission, but by Resolution of the Council of
Ministers no. 57/98 on April 8, 1998, an investigation into gold transactions
between Portugal and Germany in the years 1936 to 1945 was launched. The
investigation concluded in 1999 that Portugal did not knowingly handle gold
looted from Holocaust victims by Nazi Germany and therefore had no obligation
to compensate survivors.
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Notes

Overall it can be assumed that Portugal was less a depository country for looted cultural and
religious artifacts, but its geographic location at the most western border of Europe made it an ideal
place for trafficking looted art and other cultural and religious property.
No research has been done on Portugal’s role in regard to looted Judaica that might have reached
Portugal either during or after the war.
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